
TLEC signs partnership agreement with the AMM and TRCM
On March 17, 2015, a partnership agreement was signed by the Association of Manitoba Municipalities 
(AMM), the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba (TRCM) and the Treaty Land Entitlement 
Committee (TLEC) of Manitoba. 
The agreement is part of an ongoing dialogue aimed 
at establishing a more open and effective Treaty Land 
Entitlement (TLE) process in Manitoba. 

According to Doug Dobrowolski, President of the 
AMM, the agreement further solidifies a relationship that 
is already working well. “The AMM meets regularly with 
the TRCM and the TLEC and we’ve collaborated on a 
number of initiatives,” he said. “The TLE claim process 
is complicated, and open communication is absolutely 
essential to keep these agreements moving along.” 

“The original intent of the treaties was to create 
shared prosperity for everyone in Manitoba through 
cooperation and respect,” said James Wilson, Treaty 
Commissioner of the TRCM. “Today’s agreement is signed 
in that same spirit and reminds us resolving outstanding 
treaty land entitlements will mean a stronger province for 
our children and grandchildren.” 

“With the heightened interest in TLE, the Kapyong Barracks 
and the recent economic development ventures on urban 
reserves in Winnipeg and Swan River, the signing of this 
agreement is timely,” said Sapotaweyak Cree Nation 
Chief Nelson Genaille, President of the TLEC. “We want 
to demystify the misconceptions of “Indian Reserves”, the 
TLE process and pave the way for more urban reserves 
throughout Manitoba. And the only way to achieve these 
goals is through on-going dialogue and working together.” 

Dobrowolski says the agreement goes beyond simply 
encouraging further dialogue amongst the parties. ““It’s 
about cooperation not only amongst our three organizations, 
but with the federal and provincial governments as well—we 
are all working together in Manitoba.” 

The signing ceremony took place at the AMM’s Municipal 
Officials Seminar in Winnipeg. 

To review the complete text of the agreement, please see 
Pages 2 & 3.

Brokenhead Ojibway Nation Chief 
meets with Winnipeg’s Mayor 
In a move reminiscent of the Treaty Number 
One negotiations in 1871, tobacco and a 
blade of sweetgrass was offered to Winnipeg’s 
Mayor Brian Bowman by Chief Jim Bear, of the 
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation (BON), at their first 
introductory meeting. 

On April 14, 2015, government-to-government talks were 
held between BON and the City of Winnipeg at the Manitoba 
Legislature. 

The topic of discussion? BON’s Treaty Land Entitlement 
(TLE) agreement and Winnipeg’s Municipal Aboriginal 
Pathways (MAPS) policy framework. 

This high-level meeting between BON’s Chief Bear 
and Mayor Bowman was hosted by Manitoba’s Minister 
Responsible for the City of Winnipeg, the Honourable Kevin 
Chief.

“As we look to the City of Winnipeg for possible TLE land 
acquisitions, I wanted to start our possible relationship with 
the city in a good way,” said Chief Bear.  

On September 9, 1998, the BON signed its TLE agreement 
under the 1997 Manitoba Framework Agreement (MFA) on TLE. 

Under BON’s TLE agreement, they were provided with a 
Land Acquisition payment to enable them to buy, or purchase, 
“Other Land” on a “willing seller/willing buyer” basis.

BON has purchased several acres of land in the Rural 
Municipality of East St. Paul, and on October 10, 2008, 7.4 
acres was set aside as Reserve by Canada under BON’s 
TLE agreement.

Currently, there is only one official urban reserve in 
Winnipeg.

Under its TLE agreement, the Long Plain First Nation 
purchased land on Madison Street, close to Polo Park, in 
2006. 

The Yellowquill College and a Petro Canada gas station are 
now located on this parcel.

In July 2010, with help from former Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs Grand Chief Ron Evans and former Mayor Sam Katz, 
Long Plain and the City of Winnipeg signed a municipal 
services and development agreement for the land, setting 
the stage for the development of this 3 acre parcel. 

On May 23, 2013, the property was officially set aside as an 
Indian reserve by Canada for the “use and benefit” of the 
Long Plain Indian Band. 

During the 2014 civic election, Mayor Bowman indicated 
his support for urban reserves in Winnipeg in responding 
to a Mayoral Candidates Questionnaire prepared by the 
Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce. 

(left-right) Treaty Commissioner James Wilson, Chief Nelson Genaille,  
	 and AMM President Doug Dobrowolski.

(left-right) Winnipeg Mayor Brian Bowman, BON Chief Jim Bear,  
	 and Minister Kevin Chief.

BON signage of their “Na-sha-ke-penais Indian Reserve” in the  
R.M. of East St. Paul. 

SPRING 2015




